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CARNARVON LOCK HOSPITALS — COMMEMORATION 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [2.05 pm]: 
Earlier this year, several Aboriginal community members in Carnarvon made a passionate plea to our government 
to assist with a proper recognition of the shameful story of the lock hospitals at Bernier and Dorre Islands. These 
facilities operated from 1908 to 1919. Aboriginal people assessed as suffering venereal disease were arrested and 
sent to the islands. They were operated on, and subject to medical experiments. A contemporary account describes 
the process — 

The method of collecting patients was not either humane … or scientific. A man … unqualified except 
by ruthless daring, helped by one or more kindred spirits, toured the countryside, raided native camps and 
there, by brute force, ‘examined’ the natives. Any that were … suspected of disease were seized 
upon...chained together by their necks, and were marched through the bush … 

Of the 700 people incarcerated on the islands, it is estimated that at least 40 per cent died there—some victims of 
experiments, others from neglect or from mental anguish resulting from loss of country. 
Kathleen Musulin and Bob Dorey have been the driving force behind a local effort to see the story of the lock 
hospitals appropriately acknowledged in Carnarvon. A “Path of Pain” commemorative event will take place on 
Carnarvon’s One Mile Jetty on 9 January 2019, ahead of a commemorative cultural ceremony to mark this 
significant milestone for the Aboriginal community. 
Kath and Bob were seeking a state government contribution for a sculpture to be installed near One Mile Jetty—
the same point from which Aboriginal detainees were removed from their mainland home and transported to 
Bernier and Dorre Islands, many never to return. On Friday, following discussions with Treasurer and Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, Ben Wyatt, I was able to announce that the McGowan government is contributing 
$140 000 towards the project. The bronze sculpture, entitled Don’t Look at the Islands, is being commissioned by 
Smith Sculptors and will depict an Aboriginal mother and her child shielding their eyes from the islands. Along 
with a $25 000 contribution from the Shire of Carnarvon, this provides full funding for the project to ensure that 
the sculpture is installed in time for the commemorative event. 
We cannot change the past, but being honest about it is essential if our community is to move along the path of 
reconciliation. Bob and Kathleen, thank you for your passionate advocacy. Together we can make this better. 
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